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Helena National Forest and the
Montana  Discovery  Foundation



As you hike this trail, remember, the forest belongs to
everyone, so stay on the trall, leave only footprints,
and take only pictures, notes, and memories

SN
— ”~ R
aaTs S xS
e X
(i > \’ o ”‘
\»" ‘g’,\lﬁ‘
s,
i,
S S e
T
A



Welcome to the
Eagle Guard Station
Interpretive Trail
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Eagle Interpretive Trail Map

pl ease
by brown
bet ween

To hike the trail,
stations are mar ked
posts. The distance
1/8 to 1/ 2 mil es.
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Give a HOOT!

Pl ease help take care of public
you. I f you pack it in, pack it
and clothing suitable for the we
Bi nocul ars are handy for spottir
capture an unexpected critter. f
safe distance away and remember:

We hope you enjoy your hike on



Station 1:

Eagle Guard Station d A Haven for Many
Eagle Creek Ranger Station was ori
Dick) Owen about 1895 as a home for
daughter, Sadie. During the time th
in a booming gold rush. I't is known
the mines and posigihkelsye ame rteh emi ha rnkg
across the Missour.i River Valley in
early 1900's, the Owens had moved t
ran a boarding house.

I n 1905, the El khorn Forest Reseryv
date and the forming of the Helena
Cabin was taken over by the U.S. Fo
Eagle, Tizer, and Glendale stations
line that went into a switchboard a
the ol dest administrative |l og struc
in fact, predates the establlshment
regul ar basis used Eagl e ntil t he
I ndi an Creek Livestock ASSOCIation
the 1970s.

Because of its historical value r
Nati onal Forest and its integrity,

the National Register-1904Hi sther For e

Service, with th help of volunteer
cabin. Primitive building skills an
cabin's original features.

Now, the cabin is used for both ac
rental, which may be | imited outsid
reservations can bevwwadecomrat hBynwgb
di al-8nHg4eL777 (toll free). The Nati o

Service (NRRS) can al so-8@-&380hNhTacte
and Internati®8680PBlLy at (518) 885
Humans have been a part of these r

As you hike along the trail and vie
in this mountainous ecosystem.

Station 2 is about I mile from her
road above the parking area behind
hildl (about a quarter il e) you wi
along with a trail sign and gate. F
another quarter mile watching for a
which is station 2 on a short spur
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Station 2;

The Closer You Look

(Trail
Go ahead and |
of the eastern
jumbl e of bush
di fferences in
of grasses and
descend down i
how the plant
own environmen
ot her species.
Coniferees get
bear called a
nee-alre sschaalpee d |
Ponderosa pine
juni per
Anoutcirsopa stri
I f you |l ook wup
you may see bi
Return to the

d Eureka Overlook

Spur)

ook over the precipic
El khorn Mountains. T
es and trees, but if
vegeaet dterrenams wai ntdh nset aadn
forbeut ot @pss pyeorus ed w
nto this drainage on
l'ife is arranged in |
t and creating differ
their name from the
cone. These trees and
eaves. Common specie
, Douglas fir, common
king emergence of bed
toward the high rock
ghorn sheep especiall
main trail and turn |




Station 3:
The Mighty Force of Nature

Extreme windstorms can affect indiwv
of forests. Trees upr bbdoedoobwyn wi nd
windthrThwse trees may have become s
shall ow soil, an unstable water | ev
having superficial root systems.

Bl owdown creates patches of dead an

| oadt hg amount of material on a sit
time, these trees will decay or bur
Watch for small ¢

@t racks or scat Wwi
“0or bones includec
be sign a coyote

iby .
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The intersection between the short
I mile ahead. Watch for the sign as
upcoming draw. The |l ong |l oop foll ow
|l oop follows Trail 101la to the righ
on the |l ong |l oop; station A wil!/l be
Notes for the short | oop stations b
in this bookl et



Station 4:
Fire from the Sky

Summer brings fierce thunderstor ms
and flashes often hitting forest tr
it may be no surprise that some tre
survive fire. Large Douglas fir tre
thick, flaky bark that helps them s
lightning sheared off the top of th
the treebds transport tissues sustai
Fire is a natural recycling agent I
| oownt ensity fire in this type of fo
under the ttaddebhnuwlicaveying fire
crowns of the trees. Rat her fires w
where the thick bark can best prote
Ladderafeebsshes and smal.|l trees t

burn up over them into the more fl a

Notice that on some tre

you wi ||l see one oOr mor

has been removed s

) ior wood. These ba

# s and were traditi

¥ s. They can be par

34 now when the trail

4 u proceed on this

o | me open meadows wh

¢ of the year, gras

! etely obscure the

idea to |l ook up an

ere you should be

ze and wal king tow

not become | ost bu

ed route. Nowadays

on trees is wusuall

rr- marking trails,

century ago, bl az

At the st ook for sagebrush,
arrowl eaf oot

The next station is 1/3 of a mile a

10



Station 5:
Just Passing Through

Originating from seeps and springs
collecting water from Teacup, Tinke
Creek femdpmpatatern on its way as a t
Crow Creek. The east bank of this ¢
primarily ofi gne®cuiu® mantersuisasitvaemhi | e t
side consists of more erosive sedin
many years before the intrusion. As
on its flow down against the igneou
whi ch meadows, rgpasisdiraazocrdessy ebhoded

Adendri tiic wmatatrearcnt eri zed by continu

smal |l er segmenittsh ea swosrede ni si nb aas etdr eoen
word meaning, Atreeod.

l gneous rimdcdksasi @pr esent mater i al t
ten rocks pressed up through ol der
i s

of igneous origin, which accounts f
exploitation for minerals.

Ri pari aammr eomesas along

the margin of a stream
characterized by species that
prefer or thrive in the wetter
environment offered by the

stream.

I f you see scat piles filled with
berries (in season), torn stumps,
or turned over rocks, you may be
seeing the sign a black bear has
been foraging in this area
Continue on the trail as it foll ows
the course of Eureka Creek

toward Crow Creek to find )
station 6 in abolt 8ckmibear in choke
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