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As you hike this trail, remember, the forest belongs to  
everyone, so stay on the trail, leave only footprints,  

and take only pictures, notes, and memories. 
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Welcome to the  

Eagle Guard Station  

Interpretive Trail  
 

 

 

THE TIMES THEY ARE AõCHANGINõ 

 

This moderate level hiking trail winds across flowering meadows,  

gurgling streams, past an old minerôs cabin and a waterfall. It  

is four miles long and requires from three to four hours to hike.  

The overall theme of the trail is CHANGE. No landscape is  

static and neither are human values. You will see along the trail  

evidence of natural and manmade changes that reflect various  

natural  processes and human endeavors. All along the trail there 

are good opportunities for viewing wildlife and to investigate 

interesting geological formations.   
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To hike the trail, please follow signs and blazes on trees;  

stations are marked by brown metal numbers mounted on  

posts. The distance between interpretive stations vary between  

1/8 to 1/2 miles.  

 

Eagle Interpretive Trail Map  
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Give a HOOT!  
 

 

 

 

 

Please help take care of public lands. Remember, they belong to 

you. If you pack it in, pack it out. Be sure to wear proper footwear  

and clothing suitable for the weather conditions expected.  

Binoculars are handy for spotting wildlife, and a camera might 

capture an unexpected critter. Respect the wildlife you see. Stay a 

safe distance away and remember: you are a visitor in their home. 
 

 

We hope you enjoy your hike on the Helena National Forest! 
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Station 1:  

Eagle Guard Station ð A Haven for Many  

 

     Eagle Creek Ranger Station was originally built by Richard (Dirty 

Dick) Owen about 1895 as a home for himself, his wife, Sarah and 

daughter, Sadie. During the time the Owens lived there, the country was 

in a booming gold rush. It is known that Dick Owen worked at Hassel in 

the mines and possibly at the Park mines ï these were mining areas 

across the Missouri River Valley in the Confederate Gulch area. By the 

early 1900's, the Owens had moved to Radersburg, where Sarah Owen 

ran a boarding house. 

     In 1905, the Elkhorn Forest Reserve was formed, and between this 

date and the forming of the Helena National Forest in 1908, the Eagle 

Cabin was taken over by the U.S. Forest Service for administrative use. 

Eagle, Tizer, and Glendale stations were all tied together by a telephone 

line that went into a switchboard at the store in Radersburg. The cabin is 

the oldest administrative log structure on the Helena National Forest and, 

in fact, predates the establishment of the Forest. The Forest Service on a 

regular basis used Eagle until the early 1950's. Riders from the Crow and 

Indian Creek Livestock Association used the cabin over the years up until 

the 1970s. 

      Because of its historical value relating to the early history of the  

National Forest and its integrity, Eagle Cabin is eligible for listing on  

the National Register of Historic Places. From 1991-1994, the Forest  

Service, with the help of volunteers and donated materials, restored the 

cabin. Primitive building skills and materials were used to restore the 

cabin's original features. 

     Now, the cabin is used for both administrative purposes and public 

rental, which may be limited outside the winter season. Rental  

reservations can be made on the web through www.recreation.gov or by  

dialing 1-877-444-6777 (toll free). The National Recreation Reservation 

Service (NRRS) can also be contacted through TDD at 1-877-833-6777 

and Internationally at (518) 885-3639. 

     Humans have been a part of these mountains for thousands of years. 

As you hike along the trail and view its wonders, consider the human role 

in this mountainous ecosystem. 

     Station 2 is about İ mile from here. To reach it, go uphill on the  

road above the parking area behind the station 1 sign. At the top of the 

hill (about a quarter mile), you will find another parking area and corral 

along with a trail sign and gate. Follow that trail downhill close to  

another quarter mile watching for a sign pointing to the Eureka Overlook, 

which is station 2 on a short spur trail. 
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Eagle Guard Stationðthen and now 
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Station 2:  

The Closer You Look ð Eureka Overlook  

(Trail Spur)  

 

Go ahead and look over the precipice. This overlook provides a view  

of the eastern Elkhorn Mountains. The forest below may appear as a  

jumble of bushes and trees, but if you look closer you will notice distinct 

differences in vegetation with stands of coniferous trees and meadows  

of grasses and forbs interspersed with volcanic outcrops. As you 

descend down into this drainage on the long loop of this trail, notice  

how the plant life is arranged in layers with each species adapting to its 

own environment and creating differing habitats for a wide variety of 

other species. 

 

Coniferous trees get their name from the reproductive structure they  

bear called a cone. These trees and shrubs are mostly evergreen and have 

needle- or scale-shaped leaves. Common species along the trail are  

Ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, common juniper, and Rocky Mountain  

juniper. 

 

An outcrop is a striking emergence of bedrock to the surface. 

 

If you look up toward the high rock outcrops forming the rocky bluffs, 

you may see bighorn sheep especially in the spring and fall. 

 

Return to the main trail and turn left to find station 3 after ı mile. 

Ponderosa Pine Douglas fir 

Common Juniper Rocky Mountain Juniper 
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Station 3:  

The Mighty Force of Nature  

 

Extreme windstorms can affect individual trees as well as large expanses 

of forests. Trees uprooted by wind are referred to as blowdown or  

windthrow. These trees may have become susceptible to blowdown due to 

shallow soil, an unstable water level, disease caused by insects, or by 

having superficial root systems. 

 

Blowdown creates patches of dead and down materials that influence fuel 

loading ï the amount of material on a site available for combustion. In 

time, these trees will decay or burn in a fire. 

 

Watch for small doglike 

tracks or scat with hair and 

or bones included that may 

be sign a coyote has passed 

by. 

 

The intersection between the short and long loops of the nature trail lies 

ı mile ahead. Watch for the sign as you walk up the hill past the  

upcoming draw. The long loop follows Trail 101 to the left; the short 

loop follows Trail 101a to the right. Station 4 will be the next station  

on the long loop; station A will be the next station on the short loop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes for the short loop stations begin on page 20 of the Appendix  

in this booklet. 

Coyote and scat 
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Station 4:  

Fire from the Sky  

 
Summer brings fierce thunderstorms to Montana when lightning cracks 

and flashes often hitting forest trees and sometimes starting fires. Thus, 

it may be no surprise that some trees possess adaptations the help them 

survive fire. Large Douglas fir trees, like the one at this station, have 

thick, flaky bark that helps them survive fire. On this old survivor,  

lightning sheared off the top of the tree, yet the bark adequately protected 

the treeôs transport tissues sustaining its life. 

 

Fire is a natural recycling agent in the ecosystem. Ideally, periodic  

low-intensity fire in this type of forest would keep grasses and flowers 

under the trees and prevent ladder fuels from carrying fire up into the 

crowns of the trees. Rather fires would tend to lie close to the ground 

where the thick bark can best protect the trees. 

 

Ladder fuels are bushes and small trees that serve to allow fire to 

burn up over them into the more flammable upper branches of the trees. 

 

Notice that on some trees along the trail 

you will see one or more spots where the 

bark has been removed showing bare  

interior wood. These bared areas are called 

blazes and were traditionally used to mark 

trails. They can be particularly helpful in 

the snow when the trail cannot be seen.  

As you proceed on this trail, you will come 

to some open meadows where, at certain 

times of the year, grasses may nearly  

completely obscure the trail. Then, it is a 

good idea to look up and across the mead-

ow where you should be able to spot  

a blaze and walking toward it assure you 

will not become lost but stay right on your 

planned route. Nowadays, placing colored 

tabs on trees is usually the preferred meth-

od for marking trails, but for most trails 

built over a half century ago, blazes still mark the way. 

 

At the station, look for sagebrush, Rocky Mountain juniper, and  

arrowleaf balsamroot. 

 

The next station is 1/3 of a mile ahead.  

Tree blazes 
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Station 5:  

Just Passing Through  

 

Originating from seeps and springs in its upper most reaches and 

collecting water from Teacup, Tinkettle, and Longfellow Creeks, Eureka 

Creek forms a dendritic pattern on its way as a tributary to the larger 

Crow Creek. The east bank of this creek in its lower parts is made  

primarily of erosion resistant igneous intrusive material while the west 

side consists of more erosive sediments deposited perhaps from flooding 

many years before the intrusion. As the stream cut its classic ñVò shape 

on its flow down against the igneous material, it left high benches on 

which meadows, grassy areas, and riparian zones have developed. 

 

A dendritic pattern is characterized by continuous branching into  

smaller segments as seen in a tree ï the word is based on a Greek root 

word meaning, ñtreeò. 

 

Igneous intrusive rocks represent material that has cooled from mol-

ten rocks pressed up through older material. Most of the Elkhorn Range 

is  

of igneous origin, which accounts for its high level of mineralization and 

exploitation for minerals. 

 

Riparian zones are areas along 

the margin of a stream  

characterized by species that 

prefer or thrive in the wetter  

environment offered by the 

stream. 

 

If you see scat piles filled with 

berries (in season), torn stumps, 

or turned over rocks, you may be 

seeing the sign a black bear has 

been foraging in this area. 

 

Continue on the trail as it follows 

the course of Eureka Creek  

toward Crow Creek to find 

station 6 in about ı mile. 

 

Black bear in chokecherries 


